Ens. Christa Neill
USS Fletcher Public Affairs

Five outstanding first class pet-
ty officers from various rates on-
board USS Fletcher (DD 992)
have submitted packages to be
considered for the Limited Duty
Officer Program. The program’s
extremely keen selection process
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Clockwise from back left: CT1(SW) Tim Banes, DC1(SW) William
Oeltjen, ITL(SW) Scott Parker and ISC select (SW) Nicholas Steging
make final changes before submitting their Limited Duty Officer pack-
ets for review. (not pictured: 0S1(SW) Cary Druschke).

considers each petty officer’s su-
perior performance and desire for
increased responsibility and lead-
ership challenges.

Intelligence Specialist First
Class (SW) Nicholas Steging,
Damage Controlman First Class

(SW) William Oeltjen,
Cryptologic Technician First
Class (SW) Tim Banes,

Information Systems Technician
First Class (SW) Scott Parker
and Operations Specialist First
Class (SW) Cary Druschke’s ap-
plications will be considered
among thousands of candidates.
Only a small percentage of these
candidates are accepted each
year to join the ranks of commis-
sioned officers.

CTR1(SW) Tim Banes feels he
can better contribute to the mis-
sion of the Navy as an officer,
“The biggest driving factor in my
applying for the LDO program is
that I feel I can make a differ-
ence. I feel that I now know what
it takes to be a truly effective
leader on a larger scale. Who
knows, I may fall flat on my face;
but at least I'll have tried to make
a difference in the lives of my
shipmates.”

DC1(SW) William Oeltjen also
attributes part of his desire to be-
come an officer to his previous ex-
periences with his chain of com-
mand. “I wanted to become an
LDO because of all of the LDOs I
have been associated with in the
past. Each seem to be a notch
above the rest,” explained Petty
Officer Oeltjen. “When I made E-
5, my senior chief sat me down
and explained to me that LDO is
the way to go if I planned to make

the Navy a career. I plan on mak-
ing the Navy a career and want
to achieve the highest rank pos-
sible.”

IT1(SW) Scott Parker, USS
Fletcher’s Senior Sailor of the
Quarter, believes, “Becoming a
limited duty officer will allow me
to utilize my technical expertise
and leadership ability while at-
taining my personal goal of be-
coming a commissioned officer.
This is something I've been con-
sidering for a long time.”

“The Navy has a long, honored
tradition in the LDO program in-
to which I would be very honored
to be selected. A naval officer is
the epitome of respect and deci-
sive decision making that is rec-
ognized in not only the civilian
sector but the rest of the world,”
stated OS1(SW) Cary Druschke
about his reason to become an of-
ficer. “As an LDO, I personally be-
lieve that I could accomplish
more challenging goals that I
have set for not only myself but
the Navy as well.”

IS1(SW) Nicholas Steging was
chosen as USS Fletcher and
COMDESRON 31 Sailor of the
Year as well as Senior Pacific
Intelligence Specialist of the Year.
He feels that, “As an LDO, I will
have the opportunity to help

bring our community into the fu-
ture through the use of technolo-
gy and new ideas that have
helped me earn the accolades I've
enjoyed. As an LDO, I will be re-
stricted to the intelligence field
which is perfect for my training
and abilities.”

Lt. Cmdr. Herman Awai, USS
Fletcher’s executive officer and a
prior enlisted aviation electron-
ics technician, commented, “We
have five superb candidates
well-qualified to receive an LDO
commission. It’s great to see
these highly technical Sailors
pushing for added responsibility
and the challenge to further
their leadership and managerial
skills. They are all proven pro-
fessionals and have already
made an impact to improve
Fletcher. I wish them all the
best.”

Whether motivated by past
leadership, a drive to open new
avenues of experience, or to ac-
complish a loftier goal, these five
outstanding petty officers will no
doubt make a lasting impression
on young enlisted men and
women. USS Fletcher wishes
them the best of luck in the se-
lection process and looks forward
to welcoming them as members
of her wardroom in the future.

USS Reuben James takes intramural softball league title

Lt. j.g. Brian Joseph Donohue
USS Reuben James Public Affairs

The Reuben James’ softball team became
the base Intramural Softball Summer
League champions after defeating the Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard & IMF team in a
squeaker 10-9. The softball league title was
won by the Reuben James at a double elim-
ination tournament held Aug. 5.

The Reuben James’ victory was the pin-
nacle in a tremendous 28-7 season. It was a
record not difficult to get out of coach SKC
(SW) Chris Snyder who was ecstatic about
his team’s victory. “They worked hard and it
really paid off!” said Snyder.

The tournament marked the league finals.
The Reuben James played Pearl Harbor
Shipyard & IMF for their first game and
came away with a crushing 12-4 victory. Due
to the double elimination nature of the tour-
nament, the Pearl Harbor Shipyard & IMF
went on to defeat the CINCPACFLT team.
This put Naval Shipyard & IMF back in the
running for the championship with another
game against the Reuben James. However,
the IMF team would need to win twice
against the Reuben James to take the title.

The second game was quite a turnaround
for Naval Shipyard & IMF as they came
away with an 11-7 victory. This brought the
two teams to loggerheads and into the final
deciding game for the Intramural Softball
League Summer Championship.

The third and final game of the day for

Reuben James was a teeth clincher. By this
time, the Naval Shipyard IMF knew who the
Reuben James’ heavy hitters were and in-
tentionally walked YNC (sel) Rich Griffin
and BM2 Sal Saldana.

Unfortunately for the Shipyard & IMF, it
would take more than intentional walks to
win the game. By intentionally walking
Griffin and Saldana, they loaded the bases
in the fifth inning. Tensions were high as
BM2 (SW) Barry Troupe came to bat. Troupe
came through in the clutch and roped a
three-run triple. The excitement and noise
generated in the dugout and stands was
overwhelming. BM2 Troupe’s hit was the
turning point in the game and Reuben
James never looked back.

If an award could be given for most valu-
able player, it would have to go to SM2 (SW)
Andre Perez who held the infield together by
his outstanding leadership and great skill.
When asked about his playing ability, the
native-New Yorker meekly replied, “I stop
most of what comes in my general direction.”
Perez’s performance in the final game in-
cluded one masterfully executed double play.

At the end of the game, the players were
thrilled and so were the fans. The Reuben
James crew not only received individual tro-
phies, but also received a ship’s trophy which
has been proudly displayed on the quarter-
deck since the victory. The Reuben James’
softball team is already looking forward to
the next softball season and to another
league championship.
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The Reuben James’ softball team became the Intramural Softball Summer League
Champions by defeating the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard IMF team in a squeaker 10-9. The
team, coached by SKC (SW) Chris Snyder, boasted a 28-7 season. Members of the win-
ning team include: YNC (sel) Rich Griffin, 0S1 (SW) John W. Lindsey, SKC (SW) Chris
Snyder, DCC (SW) Carl Laycock, SM2 (SW) Andre Perez, SH2 (SW) Sergio Morrison, GM-
SN Edward Bystrak, SM3 Joshua Cloninger, BM2 Sal Saldana, LTJG Jason Foster, ENS Jarrod
Warren, BMC (SW) Karl Kubasa, IT1 (SW) Lloyd Shoemaker, DC1 (SW) Stephen Rhinehart,
0S2 Stephan Dalporto, ENS Dana Heidenescher, BM2 (SW)Barry Troupe, DCFN Adam Cook,
MA1 (SW)Christopher Erbe, QM1 (SW)Edward Lawson.

Ronit Sanders after USS Crommelin tc
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Cmdr. Alan C. Westphal invited Adam and Ronit Sanders to make the
return transit from Hilo to Pearl Harbor as guests aboard USS Crommelin.

Adam, 11, is an avid fan of the U.S.

This is an editorial thank you
that was written by Ronit Sanders
to Navy league representative K.T.
Eger after Ronit and her son,
Adam, toured the USS Crommelin

Aloha K.T,

We're home again and filled with
the thrill of our experiences on the
USS Crommelin. Cmdr. Westphal
is just the “sweetheart of the year”!
He truly exemplifies the term “an
officer and a gentleman”.

We were toured and dined and
pampered like royalty — we were
treated with the most warm and
nurturing care I'm sure anyone has
ever received on a Navy ship.

The captain walked with us at

Navy.

length, taking time to tell us some-
thing about his ship and his men
and their experiences and sharing
personal anecdotes about his own
family and his much beloved three-
month-old son, Andrew. He invited
us to a re-enlistment ceremony he
was conducting and we were able
to congratulate the young man and
his new wife (who’s from right here
in Hilo). We had a fun BBQ on the
aft deck for lunch with the crew
and their family passengers as well
as sharing breakfast and dinner in
the “officers’ mess” with some de-
lightful dining companions who
put themselves out to make sure
we were well fed and welcomed.
As we toured throughout the

ship, the captain sent down per-
mission for the men to reload the
training missile into it’s rack while
Adam sat in the seaman’s chair at
the “peek hole” watching (after
Cmdr. Westphal was informed by
one of the ensigns that Adam had
looked out and noticed it was miss-
ing after seeing it there on
Saturday.) We all got to experience
just how quickly they come to mis-
sile launch readiness. This was
just typical of how much they
wanted Adam to enjoy his experi-
ences aboard the Crommelin.
Nothing was too much trouble for
the boy.

We were warmly welcomed onto
the bridge and Adam sat in the cap-
tain’s chair in several places
throughout the ship - a very, big
deal to an 11-year-old boy. We even
stood up on the bridge as the ship
entered Pearl Harbor and Adam
watched through those giant binoc-
ulars. What a thrill for both of us!

Adam was presented with a pic-
ture of the USS Crommelin in a
beautiful blue leatherette
Department of the Navy folder, in-
scribed with a lovely message from
Cmdr. Westphal and a memorial
coin for the voyage with Adam’s
name engraved on it. This boy was
in heaven.

Cmdr. Westphal pinned a golden
officer’s SWO on Adam as we were
leaving the ship as the piece de re-
sistance of the entire fabulous ex-
perience.

He wore it to the Arizona
Memorial today and had the Navy
seaman who escorted us aboard
the Memorial drooling with envy.
Adam (proudly wearing his USS
Crommelin cap) made sure they
knew just who is the kindest ship’s
captain in the Navy.

On the top of the “atta boy” list
for the crew was the “ops” Lt. John
Reagan, who toured Adam through
the ship on Saturday while we
were aboard for the reception and
then turned over his very own

bunk for us to rest in while under-
way yesterday as well as offering
to dig out books for Adam which he
had purchased for his own chil-
dren. He appeared and reappeared
while we were underway to make
sure the ensigns were taking good
care of us and Adam wasn’t miss-
ing anything.

Our constant “trailers” (Todd
called the day’s duty.....trailing
Adam) were Ens. Todd Shively and
Ens. Steven Poer with Ens. Rich
Wagrich checking in and out to see
that all was well. Todd and Steve
carried

Adam up and down all the lad-
ders and over the “knee knocker
doorways”, explaining everything
patiently to him.

These two began the day “stick-
ing” right with us and getting darn
wet in the rain while we watched
the ship’s gangplank hand loaded
by the seamen (when the crane
was a no show), the tug pulling us
away from the dock, the fender be-
ing pulled aboard by a long line of
men and the retrieval from the
ship’s small boat of all the men who
were left onshore after the gang-
plank was secured on deck and
then the final retrieval of the boat
itself being hauled up by the
“davits” with it’s crew aboard.

Adam really got to see some
Navy muscle and teamwork with
these activities even before we got
underway and he sure wasn’t
about to go in out of the early morn-
ing rain and miss any of this ex-
citement. I have to admit Adam de-
veloped “sea legs” better than his
mom, but the ensigns were always
there with a steadying hand if he
needed it.

Fortunately the day turned out
lovely and sunny and we so enjoyed
the close up view of our island,
Maui and Oahu as we cruised by.
(We missed Molokai while Adam
napped on Lt. Reagan’s
bunk....3:45 a.m. is mighty early to
get up... particularly when getting

to sleep the night before was a bit
delayed because he was so excited.)

Lt. Layne Araki was making
sure everything went smoothly all
the while we were aboard and
arranged transport for us to the ho-
tel when we missed the last return
flight to Hilo.

“Mike”, a lovely young seaman
who drove us into Honolulu, exem-
plified the family-style care we re-
ceived from all our Crommelin
guides by getting us safely settled
into the Pagoda before heading
back to hours more duty aboard af-
ter being up and “on deck” since 4
a.m.

We met and commiserated with
the young Lt. j.g. Scott Larson who
was pretty beaten up after tangling
with our volcano, Kilauea. All the
guys signed Adam’s cast and Lt. j.g.
Larson signed a great message
wishing Adam good luck and fast
healing and then signed his name
followed by “aka the fall guy”.

We felt just awful that Scott was
injured while visiting our home-
town, but we invited him back
when he’s healed up. (Note: Ronit
and Adam live very near Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park.)

So all and all, it was the experi-
ence of a lifetime for one very tired
and happy little boy (and his proud
mom). Adam just peered over my
shoulder and said, “Tell her it was
the best time of my life and the
crew couldn’t have been more help-
ful and kind.”

Please give your Bill a big hug
and a kiss of thankfulness for both
of us and please count us in for any-
thing we can do for the Navy when-
ever you need help. We sang the
ship’s and the crew’s praises to
everyone we met while touring at
the Memorial today, but we also
want to give back some of the care
and warmth we've experienced
when any of the Navy are in town.

Lots of warm hugs and our deep-
est thanks,

Ronit and Adam



