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An estimated 22,000 military personnel
are expected to come ashore during the RIM-
PAC 2000 exercise between May 30 through
July 6, and they are expected to make a huge
impact on the local Hawaiian economy.

Vicky Chiu-Irion, Communications
Director for the Hawaii Department of
Business, Economic Development and
Tourism, said her office estimates local
Sailors, Marines, Airmen and Soldiers will
pump more than $14 million into the local
economy during the five-week exercise.

Local merchants who recognized the op-
portunity to cater to these military person-
nel took proactive steps by posting signs and
banners inviting RIMPAC participants to pa-
tronize their restaurants, shopping estab-
lishments, and tourist attractions. 

According to a spokesman for the
Outrigger Hotel chain, Hawaii’s largest ho-
tel chain, hotel room occupancy rises notice-
ably every two years when the RIMPAC ex-
ercise is conducted, and this year is no ex-
ception.

“With more than 22,000 military personnel
from seven different nations participating in
this year’s RIMPAC exercise, it’s safe to say
that RIMPAC 2000 will have a significant
impact on the state of Hawaii,” said David
Carey, President and CEO of Outrigger

Enterprises, Inc., parent company of
Outrigger Hotels & Resorts. “It certainly has
an impact on Outrigger Hotels & Resorts,
where we’re projecting a five percent in-
crease in business as a result of RIMPAC
2000.”

He noted that since the exercise brings
thousands of young men and women to is-
land, RIMPAC is often their first introduc-
tion to Hawaii. “A lot of them will come back
with their families. RIMPAC makes for good
future customers for Outrigger and Hawaii,”
Carey said.

Officials of the Hawaii Chamber of
Commerce expected local merchants to reap
long-term benefits from RIMPAC.  Sam
Powell, director of communications for the
chamber noted that members of the chamber
hope the visitors and their families will tell
everyone back home about their experience
during RIMPAC, and wind up spreading the
‘Aloha Spirit’ with family and friends. 

Bob Sparks, manager of the Navy
Exchange at Pearl Harbor, reported a large
influx of business during the first week of the
exercise. He noted that the Navy Exchange
anticipated this unique sales opportunity,
and offered extended hours of operation and
special sales with items of special interest to
Sailors swarming into Pearl Harbor. 

Michael Cottrell, director of all Navy
Exchanges in Hawaii, was enthusiastic over
the results. 

“We began planning months ago for RIM-

PAC to make sure we had the merchandise
that the visiting Sailors would be looking for,
from RIMPAC 2000 souvenir T-shirts to uni-
form items,” Cottrell said. “This huge in-
crease in traffic we’ve experienced has been
like ‘Christmas in July’ for us, as our sales
are up 30 percent over the same period last
year.”

To help stimulate store traffic, the Navy
Exchange provided special shuttle bus ser-
vice, running all 10 of its buses throughout
the naval bases to help transport visiting
military personnel to the exchanges. The
Navy Exchange also distributed discount
coupons and printed maps highlighting ex-
change facilities aimed at Sailors who were
not familiar with the base.

“It’s been an absolute joy. Our whole staff
loves seeing the military personnel attached
with RIMPAC walk through the front doors,”
Cottrell added. 

The Honolulu Advertiser reported Ken
Sandefur, chairman of the Military Affairs
Council for the Chamber of Commerce of
Hawaii, compared RIMPAC to a huge con-
vention. 

“Financially, it’s extremely important,” he
told the newspaper. “It’s like super tourism
with military personnel.” Sandefur said mil-
itary people make great visitors. 

“They’re trained and disciplined. It is a
very active group, and it is very good to see
them around town. It is good, too, for our peo-
ple to say hello to them.” 

U
SS Worden (CG 18),
decommissioned in
Oct. 1993 after 30
years of sea duty,
will make her final

appearance during RIMPAC 2000
off the Hawaiian shoreline, serv-
ing as a missile firing target to
help sharpen the targeting skills
of Sailors aboard several U.S.
Navy ships taking part in the bi-
annual exercise. 

In a twist of irony, the guided
missile cruiser — which in the
past unleashed its firepower  from
the Vietnam War in the 1960s un-
til the Desert Storm show of force
in the Arabian Gulf in the early

1990s — will ultimately sink un-
der a barrage of U.S. Navy
weaponry itself during its final
sea tour. 

Worden was a past participant

of the Rim of the Pacific Exercise,
held every two years in the waters
around Hawaii. 

More than 50 ships, 200 aircraft
and 22,000 military personnel are

involved in the exercise this year. 
Commissioned in 1963, the

8,000-ton Worden was recipient of
three Humanitarian Service
Medals for the rescue of

Vietnamese refuges. 
Her other awards included the

Navy Unit Commendation, two
Meritorious Unit Commendations,
the Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal, the Navy Expeditionary
Medal, the Kuwait Liberation
Medal, the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, the Vietnam Campaign
Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon,
and the Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon. 

Several former crewmembers of
the ship reportedly planned to be
at Pearl Harbor to pay their final
respects, as Worden is towed two
miles off the coast of Oahu to be-
come a Navy firing range target. 

Navy Chief Petty Officer John T.
McGriff, who maintains a website
allowing past crewmembers of
Worden to keep in touch with their
former shipmates, reflected on los-
ing a part of his past, recalling the
highlights of life aboard the ship
which was his first sea duty as-
signment (see “Former crewman
recalls his tour of duty aboard
USS Worden (CG 18).”) 

The sinking of the USS Worden
will not adversely affect the envi-
ronment. The vessel was selected
from a list of U.S. Environment
Protection Agency approved ships.
The ship is towed to a designated
location where multiple shots will
be fired at the hulk. 

It will take approximately four
hours to complete the sinking. 

If none of the shots result in the
hulk sinking, an explosive charge
will be detonated on the hull in or-
der to sink the ship, officials said. 
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USS Worden (CG 18) prepares for its final voyage.The ship serve as a missile firing target to help sharpen the tar-
geting skills of Sailors aboard several U.S. Navy ships taking part in the bi-annual exercise. 

RIMPAC 2000 gives big boost to Honolulu economy
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A military spouse looks through a display of flo-
ral dresses at the Aloha Stadium Flea Market,
located down the road from Pearl Harbor Naval
Station. 

USS Squall tests Stinger Missile
capability during RIMPAC 2000
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Gunners Mate
1st ClassKent
Goss, 32 from
Layton Utah
prepares to fire
his air- to-
ground  Stinger
Missile  during
a live- fire exer-
cise aboard
USS Squall
(PC-7) while
participating in
exercise
RIMPAC 2000
on June 9. 

RIMPAC 2000
Facts

Purpose of RIMPAC : To enhance the tactical capabil-
ities of participating units in major aspects of maritime
operations at sea.
Period of RIMPAC : May 30 - July 6, 2000
Number of nations participating in RIMPAC : Seven
RIMPAC 2000 involves elements of the maritime
forces of : Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Republic
of Korea, United States of America, United Kingdom
Number of ships involved : More than 50
Number of personnel participating : Approximately
22,000
Number of aircraft participating : Approximately 200
Location of exercise : On and in the waters surround-
ing the Hawaiian Islands.
Number of RIMPAC exercises held to date : 16
(RIMPAC 2000 is the 17th exercise).
Number of aircraft carriers involved : One, USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72)
Types of U.S. aircraft involved : F/A-18, F-14, EA-
6B, SH-60, E-2C, S-3, CH-46, HH-60, E-3B, F-15, C-
130, KC-10, KC-135, C-130, P-3C, and AH-1
Types of aircraft from other participating nations :
Australia : P-3C, S-70 B-2, SK 50
Canada : CP-140, CE-144, CH-124A, CH-124B
Chile : Super Puma
Japan : SH-60, P-3
Republic of Korea : P-3C, Lynx
United Kingdom : NIMROD Maritime Patrol aircraft


